Brother Knights:

The Knights of Columbus have had a long-standing relationship with the Special Olympics, which is one of the community projects in which Council participation is highly encouraged by both the Supreme and State Councils.

The Ontario jurisdiction is proud to be an active supporter of Special Olympics, which is growing stronger every year through our various programs and events, such as the Tootsie Roll campaign, the Hometown Games, the K of C Blue Jays Day, and the 50/50 Draws for Special Olympics. 

The Ontario State Board invites all Councils to participate in our Tootsie Roll campaign. Your Council can run this special fundraising event for the Special Olympics either on its own, with another Council, or as part of a District fundraiser. Our goal is for this campaign to be province wide and for us to achieve this we will need your help. The guidelines for the Tootsie Roll program can be found on the State website at http://www.ontariokofc.ca/Tootsie_Roll.htm. 

Hometown Games are Special Olympics Ontario’s local competitions, which are held within the communities where the Special Olympics’ athletes live. Special Olympics Ontario is committed to expand and enhance these local competitions, and they are inviting Knights’ Councils within these communities to take a leadership role in these events, be it as volunteers, sponsors or hosts.

As host for a Hometown Game, you take on the primary responsibility of planning, organizing, funding and operating the competition. Examples of annual events hosted by the Knights include a soccer tournament, which was held in Perth on August 21st, and a baseball tournament held in Toronto on July 24th where the State Deputy was in attendance to present the Special Olympians with their medals. Special Olympics Ontario currently has plans to hold a number of Hometown Games throughout the province, and for more information or to find the Special Olympics’ representative in your area please visit their website at http://www.specialolympicsontario.com/.  

The 4th Annual Knights of Columbus Blue Jays Day at the Rogers Centre was held on Saturday August 7th (Jays vs. Tampa Bay). Councils throughout Ontario supported this event by sponsoring tickets for over 200 athletes. The Special Olympians took part in the first pitch and the seventh inning stretch, while our State Deputy was present to make an on-field cheque presentation to Glenn MacDonell, CEO of Special Olympics Ontario for $78,521.94 which represents the money raised for Special Olympics by the Ontario Knights during the 2009-2010 fraternal year. I want to thank all the Councils, Assemblies and sponsors that supported this event for their kind generosity. 

For the past three years, Special Olympics Ontario has invited the Knights of Columbus to partner with them in volunteering to run a number of 50/50 Draws at both the Toronto Maple Leafs’ and Toronto Raptors’ games. Over this period of time we have raised over $90,000 for Special Olympics. Last year we were asked to also assist with the 50/50 Draws at a number of Ottawa Senators’ games, which has also been very successful. I would like to thank the Brother Knights and the Squires, their families and friends who have volunteered their time to help us with these events. Your continued support is truly appreciated.

The 2011 Special Olympics Winter Games will be held in Thunder Bay from January 20th–23rd, and the organizing committee is looking forward to having the Knights of Columbus actively involved.  Anyone interested in volunteering for the games or would like more information, please visit their website at http://www.specialolympics2011games.com/.
Councils whose members will be unable to actively participate in these Games may wish to consider being a part of this event by adopting a Special Olympics athlete from your area, which will help in covering the costs for travel, meals and accommodations.

To obtain a better understanding as to how actively involved the Knights in Ontario are with regards to the Special Olympics movement, we ask that you please complete the Partnership Profile Report with Special Olympics (#4584), which is due on January 31st. Special Olympics Ontario regularly comments about the great work that so many Councils are doing throughout the province and submitting this report is the best way for us to know the number of volunteer hours and how much money has been raised towards supporting the various Special Olympics programs.

Should you wish to become more involved with the Special Olympics program in your area, an events calendar can be found at http://www.specialolympicsontario.com/calendar/index.asp listing all of the upcoming events throughout the province.

For more information regarding the Knights work with Special Olympics Ontario, please visit our website at http://oso-koc.com/ or contact me a jcm@3web.net should you have any questions or require assistance.

Vivat Jesus.

Fraternally,

Bro. Joe Mathews,

State Director for Special Olympics

