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Worthy State Deputy, Worthy State Chaplain, State Board Officers, Directors, Chairmen and Brother Knights:

As the relationship between the Knights of Columbus and Special Olympics continues to grow, we are looking forward to developing an even stronger partnership with the Special Olympics movement throughout Ontario.

<Slide 2>

To give you a basic overview as to the operation of Special Olympics Ontario, it is divided into 12 Competitive Regions which are further grouped into 6 Administrative Districts.

<Slide 3>

Each District is supported by a District Developer, who is responsible for assisting the communities in all aspects of growth and development. This includes the recruitment and training of new athletes, working with volunteers and developing school programs and sports clubs. It also involves assisting in developing opportunities for competition, along with acting as a spokesperson and a resource for Special Olympics Ontario, in order to increase public awareness, funding and partnerships with other organizations.

<Slide 4>

The District Developer is your liaison with the Special Olympics movement in your area and is the person who can best assist you should you or any Brother Knights, their families or friends, wish to become more involved with Special Olympics, be it for a specific event or on a more regular basis.

With Special Olympics Ontario offering programs in 17 different sports, which are ongoing almost every day of the year, there are numerous opportunities available at the grassroots level where the Knights can be of assistance, such as sports, competitions and fundraising.

<Slide 5>

There will also be times when Special Olympics Ontario will turn to the Knights for help. It will be through the District Developer that contact will be made in the hope that you and the Councils in your District may be able to assist them whenever possible, be it as volunteers, organizing a Hometown Games or assisting with a Free Throw Competition, just to name a few.

Some recent examples of Special Olympics turning to the Knights for help include looking for: 

• Volunteers for a Memorial Swim Meet being held in December 2010

• Coaches and assistants for a Winter/Spring Basketball League 2010/11

• Developing a relationship with a New Special Olympics Council in Aurora

• Help in organizing their Regional Bowling Tournament in January/April 2011
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Currently we are working together with Special Olympics Ontario in a number of areas, with one being the Hometown Games, which are Special Olympics Ontario’s local competitions that are held in the communities where the Special Olympians live.

Special Olympics Ontario is committed to expand and enhance these local competitions and they are inviting the Knights’ Councils throughout Ontario to take on a leadership role in these events.

As a host for a Hometown Games, you take on the primary responsibility of planning, organizing, funding and operating the competition. 

To identify that a Hometown Games has been hosted by the Knights of Columbus, please consider including the ordering of K of C lanyards, which are used with the medals that are presented to all the athletes participating in the Games, as one of the responsibilities that go along with hosting a Hometown Games.  

To assist you with planning a Hometown Games in your community, a program manual has been assembled which outlines the steps needed to conduct an event, along with a K of C Special Olympics directory which lists all the contacts from Special Olympics Ontario including the six District Developers.

<Slide 7>

Another area of cooperation is the Special Olympics Provincial Games which are held every two years, alternating between Winter and Summer Games, with the next Games being the 2011 Winter Games in Thunder Bay from January 20th–23rd. The organizing committee is looking forward to the Knights of Columbus becoming actively involved and our contact person for these Games is our State Secretary Bro. Joe Salini.  More information regarding these Games can be found at their website at http://www.specialolympics2011games.com/.
For those Councils whose members will be unable to personally become actively involved in the Special Olympics Provincial Games, please consider participating in the Adopt an Athlete program, whereby the Councils can assist Special Olympians from their communities by helping to cover the costs of the athlete’s travel, accommodation and meals.

<Slide 8>

As we work more closely with the Special Olympic movement within our communities, we begin to realize how rewarding this experience can be, how very special these athletes are and what true sportsmanship is all about. 

What better way to get this message out to our membership then to ask a Special Olympian to speak at a Council meeting, especially when your promoting an upcoming Special Olympics event or fundraiser.

Or better still, should you come to know of a Special Olympian who meets the criteria for being a member of either the Knights or the Squires, take the opportunity to invite him to consider joining. Having a Special Olympian as a member of one of your Councils or Circles will give him the opportunity to make new friends and to become active in a totally new environment, while giving your members the chance to experience what Special Olympics is all about.  
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With regards to reporting your activities, be it as a volunteer or a fundraiser, the Partnership Profile Report with Special Olympics is the only way that we can have a better understanding as to how involved the Knights in Ontario are when it comes to the Special Olympics movement.

Special Olympics Ontario continually thanks the Knights from across Ontario for all our help and for the funds we are raising for Special Olympics.

Unfortunately, we are not aware of most of these activities because they are not being reported. This in turn affects the funds sent to us by Supreme in support of Special Olympics in Ontario because they base their donation on these reports. 

<Slide 10>

So please have your Councils complete and submit the Partnership Profile Report with Special Olympics (#4584) which is due by January 31st.

<Slide 11>
The Ontario Knights of Columbus currently have a number of programs and fundraising initiatives in place to benefit Special Olympics. 

<Slide 12>

The Knights of Columbus Blue Jays Day for Special Olympics will be held on Saturday July 16th, 2011 which will be a Toronto vs. New York Yankees game. Councils are invited to sponsor Special Olympians to attend the game at a cost of $25 per athlete. Tickets are also available to the Knights and their families and friends at the same reduced rate of $25. Order forms for both sponsored tickets and personal tickets will be available in January.

<Slide 13>

At last year’s K of C Blue Jays Day for Special Olympics we had over 300 people in attendance of which over 200 were Special Olympians. We also had a number of Brother Knights in attendance including two members from the State Board, our State Deputy Bro. Arthur Peters and our State Treasurer Bro. Kevin Daudlin.

We had set up a welcome table for the athletes and guests outside of the stadium and our State Deputy made an on field cheque presentation for $78,521.94 to Special Olympics Ontario CEO Glenn MacDonell.

At the start of the game a Special Olympian threw out the first pitch and a number of Special Olympians were on the field to lead the seventh inning stretch. They also had the opportunity to participative in the Junior Jays Day activities. 

This year Special Olympics Ontario has again submitted an application for the 50/50 Draw to be held on our Blue Jays Day. Should it be approved the Knights have been asked to assist with this 50/50 Draw by providing the volunteers needed to run this fundraiser.

<Slide 14>

This year Special Olympics Ontario approached us with regards to the Special Olympians participating in our Free Throw Competition and Soccer Challenge <and our new Hockey Challenge> which they felt would work well with their current basketball and soccer <floor hockey> programs. Please invite the Special Olympians from your area to join you in your local competitions. 

<Slide 15>

Last year the Knights of Columbus from Ontario raised over $84,000 for Special Olympics, with the breakdown being $40,000 from the 50/50 Draws, $27,500 from donations and the Hometown Games and $16,700 from the Tootsie Roll campaign. I want to thank you for your efforts in helping raise these funds for such a worthwhile cause.

With regards to the funds from donations, most of this money was sent directly to Special Olympics Ontario and recorded there, but not reported to us on the Partnership Profile Report with Special Olympics (#4584). It is important that you please ask your Councils to complete this form by January 31, 2011 because, as was mentioned earlier, Supreme does donate money to the Special Olympics program in Ontario based on the totals submitted on Form #4584.  

As you can see the major fundraiser for Special Olympics was our participation in the 50/50 Draws, which were held at a number of the Ottawa Senators, Toronto Maple Leafs, Toronto Raptors and Toronto FC games.

This year we again have a number of games assigned to the Knights, which provides the Knights, the Squires, their families, friends and even prospective members, the opportunity to help raise funds for the Special Olympics by selling tickets to the fans, after which the volunteers are provided with refreshments and then the chance to watch the remainder of the game LIVE.

<No Slide>

This weekend the State Board approved a new intiative with our involvement with Special Olympics – “The flag Relay”

The Ontario Knights of Columbus have seen a need to raise awareness of and funds for Special Olympics. The idea of the Flag Relay is a way to involve local members of the Knights of Columbus and Squires with their communities and Special Olympics, by participating in the Flag Relay during the year, in various cities and towns throughout the province, that then converge at the Special Olympics Provincial Games.

Our goal is to make the Knights of Columbus Flag Relay for Special Olympics one of the movement's major grass-roots fundraisers and public awareness vehicles.

The Knights of Columbus Flag Relay will be "more than just a relay." The Knights of Columbus Flag Relay will serve as an umbrella to various fundraising and public awareness activities.
<Slide 16>

Then we have the Tootsie Roll Fundraising Campaign, which is a statewide initiative, where it is hoped that the Districts and Councils of Ontario can provide the needed assistance to their local charities and Special Olympics Ontario, while participating in an event that also qualifies as a Community and Youth program for the Columbian Service Award.

<Slide 17>


As a DD we ask that you please consider promoting this project as a District fundraiser, whereby each participating Council both shares the costs and the proceeds equally.

The project involves Council members going out into the community and offering Tootsie Rolls® to the public in exchange for a donation. This can be run in a number of ways, such as something similar to a tag day, or using donation boxes or whatever you feel might be the most successful way to conduct this program.

<Slide 18>

To participate in this fundraiser, select one of your Councils to notify State Office that you wish to conduct an event by filling out and submitting the “ Intent to Participate Form” to the State Office.
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You will also indicate on the form if you wish to purchase smocks for the event. These will be sent to you and invoiced from State Office. 

<Slide 20>

The State Office will then send out an official Order Form which you are to complete and send directly to Tootsie Roll® Canada, with the other copies going to the noted recipients.

<Slide 21>

Upon receipt of the product, you will distribute the Tootsie Rolls® and your District will conduct the drive and report the results using the Tootsie Roll Fundraiser Final Report. Funds raised will be shared between the Councils (40%) for their own charitable endeavours and the Ontario State Council (60%), which will then be donated to Special Olympics Ontario.

<Slide 22>

A summary of the steps needed to operate a Tootsie Roll Drive are outlined on the Program Guidelines memorandum which can be found on our website. 

Brothers, this is your fundraiser and we are open to any ideas or suggestions you may have to help make this program work for you and your Councils.

<Slide 23>

In closing, the information, which I presented today, along with any other information pertaining to the Knights work with Special Olympics, including a monthly calendar of events, can be found on our website at http://oso-koc.com/.
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I want to thank you for your time and please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or if I can be of assistance.

Vivat Jesus!
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