Hockey Competition 
The Knights of Columbus Hockey Shootout is a competition designed for players to demonstrate the most important skill in hockey –shooting accuracy on goal. Each player will be allowed twenty shots, ten at the hash marks and ten at the top of the face-off circles straight in front of goal. This is an ice or floor hockey competition.
The goal will be divided into a series of five scoring zones. The upper corners are designated as 3 point zones, the lower corners are designated 2 point zones and the middle as a 1 point zone (Please refer to the diagram below). Scoring zones can be constructed, but it is preferred that a “net-screen” is used. Net screens can be purchased through the Knights of Columbus Supply Department or through any hockey equipment distributor.  
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Universal net-screens can be purchased to fit any 4’X 6’ hockey goal.
This competition is designed for ice or floor hockey. Councils may choose which they would prefer to run depending upon what is more popular in their region. For instance, Canadian councils might be more inclined to run this as an ice hockey competition because ice arenas are more readily available and ice time is generally more inexpensive compared to ice hockey programs in Texas. FOR FLOOR HOCKEY LAYOUT, see Appendix 1.. 
Scoring

To score this competition each participant will be given twenty shots on goal. Points will be awarded depending upon the area of the scoring zones through which the puck/ball passes. For example, after the player’s twenty shots, his/her scores are 
1/3/0/2/0/1/1/1/1/0/3/3/1/1/1/1/0/2/0/1, his/her total score would be 23. A score of 23 would be marked on the entry form score sheet. Normal rules of hockey regarding shots on goal apply for all levels of competition. Shots on goal violations include stepping over the line prior to the shot, and any contact with the puck/ball counts as a shot. Scorers should record shots made and missed according to the instructions on the entry form/score sheet. It is also recommended that multiple scorers be assigned to each goal for scoring accuracy and comparison. All scores need to be verified before next contestant is allowed to shoot. The use of video tape recording is not recommended to resolve questions on scoring totals. Judges and scorers are given final authority in verifying all scores and violations. 
Judges and Scorers

Judges and scorers will be selected by the Hockey Chairman at the council level, by the district deputy at the district level, and the state deputy at the regional and state levels. The recommended minimum is one judge and two scorers at each goal. It is recommended that volunteer parents be utilized in age groups other than the group(s) in which their children compete. The judge will ensure that each participant receives twenty shots on goal and will point out any shooting violations. All questions will be resolved by the judges and Hockey Chairman. 
Regulations

There is no recommended time frame for the Hockey Shootout; jurisdictions should organize their competitions according to when this hockey competition would be most popular. State officials should notify each council well in advance concerning the dates, times and locations of the regional and state championships. Districts should follow in notifying councils concerning the dates, times, and locations of district championships.  Councils should plan their competitions around the aforementioned dates and times. There is no international championship for the Hockey Shootout.

Eligibility 
The Knights of Columbus Hockey Shootout is open to all boys and girls in your community, between the ages 10-14. Age eligibility is determined by the age of the contestant as of September 1. Proof of age is required. Athletes in high school should be advised to check with their school athletic directors or their state athletic associations regarding possible eligibility conflicts.

Entries
All competitors must register using the official Knights of Columbus Hockey Shootout Entry Form/Score Sheet. Pre-registration is recommended but not required. The entry form/score sheet and proof of age must accompany participants through all levels of competition. Winners will progress to the district, regional, and state competitions.
Field and Equipment

Each level of competition should be held on a local gymnasium or ice rink approved by and under the supervision of a participating Knights of Columbus council. Check with your parks and recreation department for the availability and usage regulations. Hockey pucks/balls and net screens are to be provided by the council. Competitors may use their own hockey sticks.
Ages Specifications 

The Knights of Columbus Hockey Shootout is open to boys and girls between the ages of 10-14. 

Competition Levels
Council Level
Each contestant receives two practice shots on goal, followed by ten shots from the hash marks. The competitor then moves to the top of the face-off circles straight in front of the goal and shoots ten more shots on goal. All age groups shoot from the same distance. In the event a tie breaker is necessary, it should be conducted as follows: each contestant will have to opportunity to shoot 5 more shots form the top of the face off circles directly in front of the goal and keep shooting until the tie is broken.
District Level

Each contestant receives two practice shots on goal, followed by ten shots from the hash marks. The competitor then moves to the top of the face-off circles straight in front of the goal and shoots ten more shots on goal. All age groups shoot from the same distance. In the event a tie breaker is necessary, it should be conducted as follows: each contestant will have to opportunity to shoot 5 more shots form the top of the face off circles directly in front of the goal and keep shooting until the tie is broken.

Regional Level

Each contestant receives two practice shots on goal, followed by ten shots from the hash marks. The competitor then moves to the top of the face-off circles straight in front of the goal and shoots ten more shots on goal. All age groups shoot from the same distance. In the event a tie breaker is necessary, it should be conducted as follows: each contestant will have to opportunity to shoot 5 more shots form the top of the face off circles directly in front of the goal and keep shooting until the tie is broken.

State Level

Each contestant receives two practice shots on goal, followed by ten shots from the hash marks. The competitor then moves to the top of the face-off circles straight in front of the goal and shoots ten more shots on goal. All age groups shoot from the same distance. In the event a tie breaker is necessary, it should be conducted as follows: each contestant will have to opportunity to shoot 5 more shots form the top of the face off circles directly in front of the goal and keep shooting until the tie is broken.

THERE IS NO INTERNATIONAL LEVEL
NOTE: In the event that a winner in any level cannot participate in the next level of competitions, the second-place winner should represent the area for that age group.

AUTHORITY: The Knights of Columbus Hockey Shootout program will be under the authority of the state deputy and state youth director. 

Council Competition

The council Hockey Shootout Chairman should follow these guidelines:

· Always use the program’s official name: Knights of Columbus Hockey Shootout.

· Set a time and place. Contact schools, community centers or youth centers and reserve a hockey rink or gymnasium (floor hockey). Ask local teams, colleges, or universities to work with your council on the Hockey Shootout as part of their community outreach program.
· Contact the schools in your area to explain the program. Seek permission of principals, athletic directors, and superintendents to conduct the program as part of their physical education or intramural program, or ask for an endorsement encouraging students to participate in this community sports program. High school athletes should be reminded to check with their state high school athletic association/athletic director about possible eligibility conflicts. Contact officials from the town recreation department or local youth leagues to promote the competition among players. Teams and schools can hold preliminary competitions to determine winners by age to advance to the council competition. Make sure that entry forms/score sheets are distributed in advance to the officials of the leagues or coaches of the teams.
· Display program posters prominently to generate attention and participation. Ask to display posters in elementary schools, middle or junior high schools, youth centers, church halls, libraries, Boys & Girls clubs, shopping centers, YMCA and YWCA buildings and the council meeting place. On the poster indicate the name of the contact person; the date, time and location of the competition; and a telephone number to call for additional information. Supplement these posters with newspaper ads, radio, and television spots and other publicity.
· Pre-registration of athletes will boost the number of participants and save time at the actual event. Distribute entry forms/score sheets to approved locations. Personally deliver entry forms/score sheets to physical education teachers and coaches when possible. Try to collect completed forms and proof-of-age documents before the competition to get a general estimate on the number of participants. Plan the competition based on these numbers. Have an announcement made in school or send out a reminder of the competition immediately before the event.

· Cash or bonds must not be awarded at any level of competition since that may compromise the amateur status of the contestant.

· Build public interest. Use the sample press release shown on page 10 to announce the competition in local newspapers and through radio announcements. Always use the program’s official name: Knights of Columbus Hockey Shootout.

· Conduct the competition by the rules covered in this booklet. Plan to open the field an hour before the actual event to allow for the registration of walk-in participants. Organize entry forms/score sheets by age and gender. Make a final check of equipment and see that regulation pucks/balls are available and that the hash marks and face-off circles are clearly marked. Verify that judges and scorers have been properly advised of their duties and responsibilities. Use the entry forms/score sheet to record each participants score. This form, and proof of age, must accompany each competitor as he or she progresses through the higher levels of competition. All council-level participants will compete during the scheduled hours of the competition and under the same conditions as all other competitors. No participants should be allowed to compete at any other time.

· Present participation certificates  to all participants, and Council Champion Certificates to the winners at the end of the competition. 
· The Supreme Council Supply Department has plaques, prizes, as well as net-screens all with the Order’s emblem.

· Personalize the sample press release by announcing the council winners and send copies to local and diocesan newspapers and radio stations.

· Immediately following your council’s championship, the grand knight must complete and submit the Hockey Shootout Participation Form found in the Council Report Forms Booklet or in the Hockey Shootout Kit. This feedback provides valuable statistics for participation and an overall assessment of the program. Include the number of participants in the council’s competition as well as the number who participated in any preliminary school or league competitions.

· Provide the entry form/score sheets and proof of age for the council winners to the district deputy for the district competition. Inform council competition winners of the date, time and location of the district competition and any other levels of competition to which they are advancing.
· Be sure that a council official accompanies council winners to all upcoming competitions as they advance. In the event that a winner in any level cannot participate in the next level of competition, the second-place winner should represent the area.

Publicity Get the Word Out
One of the best ways to make sure your council’s hockey program is a success is to publicize it. The program must always be referred to as the “Knights of Columbus Hockey Shootout”.

After reserving an ice rink or gymnasium and setting a date for the competition, use the sample press release on the next page to announce the event.
Retype it, double spaced, on council letterhead, filling in the necessary information giving who, what, when and where of your council’s scheduled Knight of Columbus Hockey Shootout. Make sure to include the name and phone number of a contact person.
Ask editors to publish a reminder close to the date of the championship and to list it in the community or weekend calendars. Talk with assignment editors and suggest the competition as a great opportunity for a feature story. Make arrangements for a story about your winners. Personally deliver or send in their names, ages and stories to editors of both local news and sports sections of secular and diocesan newspapers. Send press releases to radio and TV stations and local access cable news programs.

Contact local high schools and college athletic departments about the possibility of holding your Knights of Columbus Hockey Shootout prior to a game and then presenting awards to champions during halftime. If there is a professional or semiprofessional franchise in your area, contact its public relations office to see if arrangements can be made to honor winners of your competition during halftime. Also, approach teams about the possibility of getting players to present awards to your champions. Local sports teams, including sports other than hockey, may also be willing to donate uniforms, autographed memorabilia and other items as awards or prizes for your champions.
SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE

Contest Announcement

Local K of C Council to Sponsor Youth Hockey Competition

All boys and girls between the ages of 10-14 are invited to participate in the local level of competition for the (year) Knights of Columbus Hockey Shootout. The local competition will be held (competition date) at (time) at (location).

The Knights of Columbus Hockey Shootout is sponsored annually, with winners progressing through local, district, and state competitions. All boys and girls between the ages of 10-14 are eligible to participate and will compete in their respective age divisions. All contestants on the local level are recognized for their participation in the event. All participants are required to furnish proof of age and written parental consent. For entry forms or additional information contact: (name and telephone number of contact person). 
The Knights of Columbus is an international Catholic family fraternal organization with 1.7 million members in over 13,500 local councils. Last year, Knights donated almost 65 million volunteer hours and $143 million to charitable and benevolent causes, sponsoring projects to benefit their church, communities, councils, families and youth. 

SAMPLE ANNOUNCEMENT

Competition Champions Announcement

Knights of Columbus Hockey Shootout
(Number of winners) boys and girls from (town or towns), ages 10-14, were named local champions of the (year) Knights of Columbus Hockey Shootout and have earned the right to compete at the district level. (Council name and number) in (location) sponsored the local competition at (competition location). All youngsters between the ages of 10-14 were eligible to participate.
(Name) was the 10-year-old girls’ champion and (name) was the winner of the 10-year-old boys’ division. In the 11-year-olds’ bracket, (name) as the girls’ champion and (name) was the boys’ champion. Twelve-year-old winners in the girls’ and boys’ category were (name) and (name).The thirteen-year-old girls’ division was won by (name) and the boys’ (name). Fourteen-year-old champions were (name) in the girls’ bracket and (name) in the boys’. Each of these winners will compete in the district competitions to be held on (date) at (location) with an eye toward moving on to the state level of competition. 
District Level
The district deputy should follow these guidelines:

· Secure a hockey rink or gymnasium (indoor floor hockey), set a date for your competition (after your councils) and pass on this information to each of your councils in your district.

· Conduct the district championship according to the rules covered in this booklet. Organize entry forms/score sheets by age and gender. Use the entry form/score sheet to record each participant’s score. This form, and proof of age, must accompany each champion as he or she progresses through the higher levels of competition.

· Make a final check of equipment and see that the regulation size hockey pucks/balls and proper net screens are available. Make sure face-off circles and hash marks are clearly marked. Instruct judges of their duties and responsibilities.
· All district level competitors must participate during the scheduled hours of competition and under the same conditions as all other competitors. Under no circumstances can participants compete at a special time other than the scheduled and publicized hours of competition. Use the entry form/score sheet for each participant to record district competition scores.

· Cash or bonds must not be awarded at any level of competition since that may compromise the amateur status of the contestant. Send a press release to local media sources announcing the district winners.

· Report the results of your district competition to the regional/state Hockey Shootout Chairman and give him the entry forms/score sheets of your champions. Inform your champions of the date and location of the regional/state championship.

Regional/State Level

The Regional/State Hockey Shootout Chairman should follow these guidelines:

· Order regional/state awards by contacting a local supplier for an appropriate award. State councils are responsibilities for ordering and presenting awards to the regional and state winners. 
· Secure a hockey rink or gymnasium (floor hockey), select a date and inform district deputies of the date, time, and location of the regional/state competition.
· Conduct the competition according to the rules outlined in this booklet and within the normal rules of hockey. Organize entry forms/score sheets by age and gender. This form, and proof of age, must accompany each champion as he or she progresses through the higher levels of competition.

· Use the original entry form/score sheet for each participant to record regional/state competition scores. Make a final check of equipment and see that regulation pucks/balls are available and that net-screens are properly attached to the goal. Instruct judges and scorers of their duties and responsibilities.
· All regional/state-level participants must participate during he scheduled hours of the competitions and under the same conditions as all other competitors. Under no circumstances may participants compete at any other time other than the scheduled and publicized hours of the competition.
· Present the regional/state-level awards. Cash or bonds must not be awarded at any level of competition since that may compromise the amateur status of the contestant.

· Prepare a press release announcing the winners and send it to local media sources. Use the sample press release in this booklet.

SUPPLIERS OF TARGET NETS:
http://www.americanhockeycenter.net/cat_hockey_shooting_targets.cfm
http://www.hockeynets.com/hockey-equipment/hockey-shooting-targets/200871+4295056876+4295056885.cfm
http://www.hockeygear.com/hockeynets.html#top
http://www.goalsports.com/hnets.htm
http://www.hockeyshot.com/Shooting_Targets_Tarps_s/72.htm
Or Canadian Tire:
http://www.canadiantire.ca/AST/browse/5/SportsRec/2/HockeyIce/RoadHockey/PRD~0834504P/Street%252BHockey%252BTarget%252B%252527Shooter%252B-Tutor%252527.jsp?locale=en
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Measurements for gym floor

1 Measure 3ft. from bothleft
andright corner of goal along
goalline.

2. Measure 20ft. upfrom goal
line on both sides. Mark floor
as shown. Shooting can take
place from eitherleft or right
side, 10 shotstotal.

3. Measure 35ft directly centre
of goal.

4. Markfloorfor centre shots
(10 shotsfromthis position.)

All otherrules apply as per Hockey
shootout onice.
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